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Inclusive Music berbasis studi pustaka, enam belas artikel terindeks telah ditelaah secara
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Learner Diversity. temuan empiris yang relevan. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa

pembelajaran berdiferensiasi meningkatkan keterlibatan, kepercayaan diri, dan
capaian musikal peserta didik melalui penyesuaian konten, proses pembelajaran,
bentuk asesmen, dan lingkungan belajar berdasarkan kesiapan, minat, serta
profil belajar siswa. Temuan juga menunjukkan bahwa keberhasilan
implementasi bergantung pada kemampuan guru melakukan asesmen awal yang
komprehensif dan merancang jalur belajar yang fleksibel dengan dukungan
sumber daya serta pengembangan profesional yang memadai. Secara
keseluruhan, penelitian ini menegaskan bahwa pembelajaran berdiferensiasi
merupakan dasar penting bagi pendidikan musik yang inklusif, adil, dan
responsif.

Abstract

This study investigates differentiated instruction as a pedagogical framework for
addressing increasing learner diversity in music education. The study aims to
explain its theoretical foundations, identify instructional strategies that support
varied learning needs, and highlight instructional responsibilities required for
effective implementation. A qualitative research design using a literature-based
approach was employed. Sixteen indexed scholarly articles were systematically
reviewed and analyzed through content analysis to synthesize relevant concepts
and empirical findings. The findings indicate that differentiated instruction
enhances student engagement, self-confidence, and musical achievement through
adaptations of content, learning processes, assessment methods, and learning
environments based on students’ readiness, interests, and learning profiles. The
study also reveals that successful implementation depends on teachers’ ability to
conduct comprehensive initial assessments and design flexible learning pathways
supported by adequate resources and continuous professional development.
Overall, the study confirms differentiated instruction as a foundational approach
for inclusive, equitable, and responsive music education practices worldwide.
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INTRODUCTION

Music education in contemporary classrooms is increasingly characterized by

substantial learner diversity, which is reflected in variations in students’ readiness levels, prior
musical experiences, cultural backgrounds, learning interests, and individual learning profiles
(Miettinen, 2021; Song et al., 2024; Tian, 2024). These differences strongly influence how
students participate in core musical activities such as rhythmic performance, pitch recognition,
ensemble coordination, and creative expression.
However, despite the evident diversity among learners, many music classrooms continue to
employ uniform and whole group instructional approaches that do not fully accommodate
individual differences. As a result, disparities in learning outcomes, participation, and
confidence frequently emerge among students (laluna et al., 2025; Schwab & H. Alnahdi,
2020). This phenomenon demonstrates a clear need for instructional approaches that are capable
of responding to the wide range of abilities and characteristics present in today’s music
education settings.

In light of these challenges, literature on differentiated instruction offers a strong
theoretical basis for developing more responsive and learner centered music pedagogy.
Differentiated instruction encourages educators to adjust content, learning processes, expected
products, and the overall learning environment in accordance with students’ readiness, interests,
and learning profiles (Dalila et al., 2022; Magableh & Abdullah, 2020; Shareefa et al., 2024).
Moreover, scholarship in music education highlights the multidimensional nature of musical
learning, which includes cognitive, auditory, motor, and affective components. These
components interact in complex ways and therefore require instructional flexibility that can
effectively address individual differences (D’ Amato et al., 2020; Fan & Shi, 2025; Hess, 2020).

Furthermore, recent studies emphasize the importance of inclusion and equitable access
in music classrooms, stating that effective pedagogical design must ensure that learners from
diverse backgrounds and with varied abilities have meaningful opportunities to engage in
musical learning (Nissen, 2023; Zhuang & Pan, 2023). These theoretical perspectives
collectively demonstrate that the principles of differentiated instruction align closely with the
goals and characteristics of music education.

Despite this alignment, the practical implementation of differentiated instruction in
music education remains limited. Many teachers continue to rely primarily on repertoire based
or technique centered approaches that do not sufficiently adapt to the diverse needs of learners.
Consequently, music educators face challenges in designing learning experiences that are
equitable, engaging, and developmentally appropriate for all students.

Considering the complexity of musical skill development as well as the increasing
diversity in classrooms, music teachers require clear conceptual guidance and practical
strategies to implement differentiated instruction effectively. Without a coherent understanding
of how differentiation principles can be translated into music learning contexts, instructional
practices are likely to remain insufficiently responsive to learner variability.

Therefore, the present study aims to provide a comprehensive conceptual review of
differentiated instruction in music education. The study seeks to clarify the theoretical
foundations of differentiated instruction as they relate to music learning, identify strategies that
support diverse learners, describe the pedagogical responsibilities of music educators in
implementing differentiation, and examine the broader instructional implications of adopting
this approach. Through this literature-based synthesis, the article intends to contribute
conceptual clarity and practical insights that support the development of inclusive, equitable,
and responsive learning environments in music education.
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RESEARCH METHOD

This study employed a qualitative approach using a library research design. This method
was selected because the primary objective of the study is to synthesize theoretical concepts,
empirical insights, and scholarly discussions relevant to the application of differentiated
instruction in music education. In qualitative inquiry, library-based studies are essential for
critically examining academic sources and constructing a systematic and comprehensive
theoretical understanding of a phenomenon (Creswell, 2022; Saraswati, 2024).

The data for this research were drawn from academic books, peer reviewed journal
articles, research reports, and other scholarly publications that address differentiated
instruction, music education, and inclusive pedagogy. These sources were selected with careful
attention to their relevance, credibility, and recency to ensure alignment with current theoretical
developments.

Data collection was carried out through systematic searches of academic databases such
as Google Scholar, ResearchGate, ERIC, and JSTOR, using keywords including “differentiated
instruction”, “music education”, “diverse learners”, “inclusive pedagogy”, and “instructional
strategies”. The selection of literature followed three stages, namely (1) initial identification
based on the relevance of titles and abstracts, (2) detailed reading to evaluate the suitability of
the content with respect to the research focus, and (3) final selection of sources that offered
substantial theoretical or empirical contributions.

The collected data were analyzed using content analysis as proposed by Miles et al
(2018), which involved reducing data by extracting key information relevant to the themes of
differentiation and music learning, organizing the findings into thematic categories, and
drawing conclusions by synthesizing relationships among concepts to develop a coherent
theoretical interpretation. Through this systematic process, the study ensured analytical rigor
and produced a structured conceptual overview of differentiated instructional strategies that
may be effectively implemented in music education contexts.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
Research Findings

The synthesis of sixteen selected studies demonstrates that differentiated instruction in
music education is grounded in a well-established theoretical understanding of learner diversity
and is consistently shown to enhance student engagement, motivation, and musical growth.
Research on music self-concept provides foundational evidence that learners’ beliefs about their
musical abilities directly influence their participation and achievement, underscoring the
essential role of initial assessment in determining readiness and learning profiles (Vispoel,
2021).

This psychological dimension aligns with Economidou Stavrou (2024) argument that
inclusive music pedagogy must acknowledge individual learner needs to ensure equitable
access to meaningful musical experiences. Complementing this perspective, A. Albios (2025)
illustrates how diverse classroom populations benefit from instructional structures that adapt to
varied interests, preferences, and capabilities, thereby strengthening learning participation
across heterogeneous groups.

Practical applications of differentiation are evident in vocal pedagogy, with Mehan et al
(2023) showing that adaptive instruction for chest voice technique, supported by varied sensory
approaches, improves students’ technical control and illustrates how differentiation in music
must address domain specific demands. Assessment also emerges as a critical dimension, with
Rajak & Dey (2025) demonstrating that differentiated assessment formats such as recorded
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performances, live demonstrations, and creative tasks expand students’ opportunities to
demonstrate mastery and enhance confidence in inclusive settings.

At the systems level, experimental model provides evidence that a structured
differentiation system grounded in multiple intelligences and learning styles significantly
improves theoretical understanding, musical ability, and student satisfaction, demonstrating
that differentiation can be operationalized effectively in institutional settings (Moura et al.,
2024; Yiting, 2024). This is supported by development of a differentiated model based on
multiple intelligences, which reveals substantial gains in students’ musical appreciation and
growth across several intelligence domains, reaffirming the relevance of cognitive diversity as
a basis for instructional design (An et al., 2024). Additional evidence from large scale reviews
reinforces the pedagogical validity of differentiation.

A systematic review published in Education Sciences identifies differentiated teaching,
formative assessment, and flexible instructional design as core features of effective music
instruction, highlighting the alignment between differentiation and global standards of quality
teaching (Culp & Salvador, 2021). Differentiation extends beyond material adaptation and
requires cultural responsiveness, teacher flexibility, and a sophisticated understanding of how
learners engage with music in diverse contexts (Su et al., 2024) . The importance of teacher
preparation is argument that pre-service music educators must be trained to analyse readiness
and design differentiated pathways to ensure sustainable and reflective pedagogical practice
(Culp & Salvador, 2021).

Evidence from gifted education shows that differentiation is equally essential for higher
ability learners, with Ismail et al (2021) demonstrating that differentiated film based music tasks
increase intrinsic motivation and enhance creative engagement among gifted students,
expanding the scope of differentiation to enrichment and extension learning.

Local evidence from Indonesian music teacher practice also illustrates how differentiation
can be operationalized in classroom contexts through adaptive lesson planning, varied rehearsal
approaches, and ongoing formative assessment, even though resource limitations and time
constraints present challenges that require institutional support (Suprobo & Ratnawati, 2024).

Further analyses of instructional resources indicate that the success of differentiation
depends on accessible multi-level instructional materials, technological tools, and teacher-
oriented resource banks, which enable teachers to design responsive and flexible musical tasks
(Langelaan et al., 2024). Finally, methodological reviews on measurement tools demonstrate
that rubrics for performance, inventories of musical self-perception, and portfolio based
assessment provide reliable means for monitoring progress and adjusting differentiated
instruction throughout the learning process (Zhang, 2025; Zou & Xia, 2022).

Taken together, the integrated findings from all sixteen studies provide strong evidence
that differentiated instruction is a conceptually robust, empirically supported, and
pedagogically essential approach for ensuring inclusive, meaningful, and effective music
learning.

The literature consistently demonstrates that differentiation enhances student motivation,
supports diverse learning pathways, elevates performance outcomes, and requires structured
assessment and institutional support to be fully realized. These findings collectively address the
research focus by clarifying how differentiation is conceptualized in music education,
identifying effective strategies, articulating the central role of teachers, and outlining
pedagogical and institutional implications for sustained implementation.
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Discussion

The results of this study demonstrate that differentiated instruction in music education
is supported by firm theoretical and empirical evidence. Student diversity in technical skills,
musical experiences, motivation, and self-perceptions is shown to shape learning processes and
outcomes. When instruction adapts content, learning processes, assessment formats, and
learning environments, students exhibit higher engagement, confidence, and musical
achievement. These findings, supported by a range of conceptual and practical studies, confirm
that differentiation is a central element of inclusive and meaningful music learning.

The results correspond with prior research emphasizing instructional responsiveness to
learner diversity, yet music education presents distinctive demands (Isabirye, 2021; Tabuena,
2021). As a multimodal discipline, music requires simultaneous attention to auditory, motor,
interpretive, and emotional dimensions (Criscuolo et al., 2022; Passarotto et al., 2023). This
distinguishes differentiated instruction in music from its application in general subjects, as
teachers must address complex and authentic musical experiences rather than merely adjusting
materials. These differences highlight the greater pedagogical sensitivity required for effective
differentiation in music.

The findings indicate that successful music learning depends on the teacher’s ability to
design learning experiences that recognize individual differences. Gains in motivation,
confidence, and musical competence suggest that differentiation allows students to progress
according to their readiness. The influence of musical self-perception further shows that
differentiation supports not only technical development but also psychological factors essential
for long term engagement.

These results carry important implications for practice. Teachers need comprehensive
initial assessments and varied instructional and assessment options. Schools must provide
technological tools, tiered instructional materials, and continuous professional development.
Differentiation enables teachers to match instruction to students’ cognitive, motor, emotional,
and creative development. This alignment helps optimize learning outcomes and supports
sustained musical growth.

From these findings, several actions are necessary. Teacher competencies in formative
assessment and flexible planning must be strengthened. Curricula should provide layered
learning pathways, and schools must ensure access to appropriate resources. Collaborative
professional cultures should be encouraged, and educational policy should position
differentiated instruction as a core principle to ensure its continued application across music
learning contexts.

CONCLUSION

This study concludes that differentiated instruction is a theoretically grounded and
empirically supported approach that significantly strengthens music learning by
accommodating students’ diverse abilities, experiences, motivations, and self-perceptions.
When teachers adapt content, learning processes, assessments, and learning environments,
students show higher engagement, confidence, and musical achievement, confirming that
differentiation is essential for inclusive and effective instruction in the multimodal domain of
music. The results further demonstrate that successful implementation depends on teachers’
capacity to conduct thorough initial assessments, design flexible learning pathways, and
respond to individual needs, supported by adequate resources, technology, and professional
development. Therefore, differentiated instruction should be positioned as a core pedagogical
and curricular principle to ensure equitable, meaningful, and sustainable music learning across
diverse educational contexts.
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RECOMMENDATION

Based on the findings, several actions are recommended to strengthen the
implementation of differentiated instruction in music education. Teachers should enhance their
competence in conducting comprehensive initial assessments and designing flexible learning
pathways that respond to students’ diverse readiness levels and musical profiles. Schools need
to provide adequate instructional resources, accessible technology, and sustained professional
development to support consistent differentiation in classroom practice. Collaborative
professional cultures among music educators should be encouraged to facilitate the sharing of
strategies and materials. At the policy level, differentiated instruction should be embedded as a
core principle in curriculum frameworks to ensure that inclusive, equitable, and responsive
music learning can be implemented systematically across educational settings.
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